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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 1-16 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 



2-41 



pages 
pages 
pages 



^ , as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 09 December 2003 (09.12.2003) 



the drawings: 



1/12-12/12 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



f I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

1 1 the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
~^ or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I 1 contained in the international application in written form. 

j _l filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

1 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 

4.D 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
5 * I — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets whicli have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70 J 7). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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I V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement • 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-41 



1-41 



1-41 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: US-5964709 
D2: US-5960089 

2 . Novelty 

2.1. Document D2 describes (references between 
parentheses apply to said document) : 

A medical diagnostic and screening apparatus based 
on the dual detection of Doppler and stethoscope 
signals, comprising a sound transmission coupling 
tube (28, 31) connected, at one end thereof, to a 
housing (24) forming at least partially an acoustic 
bell (26) and, at the other end thereof, to at least 
one earpiece (32) for listening to a stethoscope 
signal from said bell, characterised in that said 
housing is coupled to one or more ultrasound probes 
(76, 84) adapted for providing the convergence of 
the received ultrasound and stethoscope signals 
relative to each other and linked to a processing 
transducer circuit (figure 7) capable of providing, 
from a Doppler signal (column 5, lines 17-22), an 
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audio signal via the coupling of said processing 
circuit with a loudspeaker (55) connected to the 
bell to allow stethoscope- type listening, and a 
video signal via the coupling of said processing 
circuit with display means (98) to provide visual 
information. 

The subject matter of claim 1 differs from that of 
document Dl in that the acoustic bell is provided 
with a diaphragm and in that the apparatus can carry 
out said dual detection simultaneously. 

Therefore, the claim meets the requirements of PCT 
Article 33 (2) . 

2.2. The dependent claims also comply with the criterion 
of novelty. 

3 . Inventive step 

3.1. Providing a diaphragm on the acoustic bell is 

standard practice for a person skilled in the art. 

The problem to be solved by the present invention 
can be considered to be that of enhancing detection 
consistency in order to obtain a highly reliable 
diagnosis . 

The solution proposed in claim 1 of the present 
application is considered to be inventive (PCT 
Article 33(3)), since it is not provided by the 
cited prior art. It is clear that D2, which has two 
different bells for the two types of detection, does 
not allow simultaneous dual detection. Dl (figure 
3 8; column 33, line 47 to column 34, line 13) 
describes an ultrasound/Doppler stethoscope which 
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can also provide standard acoustic signals, but this 
document does not give any details regarding the 
construction of said apparatus. 

Therefore, the claim meets the requirements of PCT 
Article 33 (3) . 

3.2. The dependent claims also comply with the 
requirements of inventive step. 

4. Industrial applicability 

All the claims are considered industrially 
applicable and therefore meet the requirements of 
PCT Article 33 (4) . 
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